CHAPTER V

THE  CLOSING  YEARS

Failing   grip - sympathy  with   Salvation   Armv - illness   and
death - diary of his retreat at Highgate in 1865.

MANNING lived for years, and finally died, in a
gloomy half-furnished house in the Vauxhall
Bridge Road. Death came to him slowly. His
strength gradually failed. He was unable to
preach. He lost touch with the authorities at
Rome and with the secular powers at home. He
outlived much of his influence, and, in some
respects, his last years were years of defeat. To
quote one instance. In nothing had he striven
harder than to prevent Catholics being sent to
Oxford, and three years before his death the Duke
of Norfolk sent his nephew to the University !
Manning wrote :

" The act of the Duke of Norfolk is a shock to
me. He knows what the Holy See has said and
what the Bishops for twenty-four years have done.
And now we have Denbigh and the Duke openly
going against our whole and knowTn action by
mere wilfulness. And this when Oxford has
become a moral wreck and has admitted women.